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l4r. Ni.els Itarnbold
II"lHKn (Ihion Carblde)
P. O. Box 1029
Grand Jtrrction, Colorado 81501

RE: Division Concerns for the
Revised Pemitting of the
Utah UMEIC0 (Ihton Carbide)
Mines
Lssal -Snol.bal 1 - -ACT/O 37 / 026

.s,E-... Hltl#.:-dlt3}l3Tt'*u
I{ilson-Silverbel 1- -ACt / 037 / 027
Dereno--ACT/037 /025
San Juan Ccuntry, Utatr

Dear ltr. liatrbold:

Th€nlc you for neeting with Division staff for ttre conbined totr of
LI.{ErcOrs nining operatLons in Utah on April 10, 1964. Ftorn the discussions at
the nlnesLtes, Bon Ehollander, Rich l.{iller and yourself stro.rld have a good
idea of the gencal issr.res with lfuictr the Division is concerned regardlng
interi-ur stebilization measures. I*urrerlen, so that all partles are aware of the
specific items and tJ'e exEent to *rich action may be required by IIMETCO, the
areas of concern for each mlnesite are listed in this letter. A response to
eadr anea, lncltrding a plan and timetable for resolution of ttp problero should
be rettrned to the Dlvision as soon as possible.

As nrentioned in your lasal office, it is the Divlsionrs intention to
proceed with sr-rety arrangements after ttrese item.q are addressed, but no later
than July 1984. This w'il1 entail a staff presentation to the Board of Ci1,
@_s and },iining at their urcnthly neeting, usr:ally held on ttre fotrth Thursciay.
Scheduling of this presentation needs to be acccmplistred by the end of the
first week of the saue month as the neeting.
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l. Lasal-Sno\^ba11 Mine

L.2

1.3

1.1 Ttre area along the eastern perimeter of the laSal Mine tres been
rrecently regraded. the topsoil storage area(s) Bppear to be in good
slrape. The recently constrructed diversion is beginning to show some

signs of erosion. Sc'me form of channel lining strould be irnplemented
in-those critical ctrannel sections before signtficant erosion
results. Oonsolidation of the reunining debris on the waste rocL
piles should corylete the interi-m reclmation of this area. It is-the 

Diwlslonts understanding that thLs natertal wlll be brried ln a
centrralized cut being nade in the waste rodc piles llhich was actively
occtrrrlng during the- inspection. Is this obsenration correct?

A section of the western edge of the Snov,ball Mine area waste rod<.
pile was sh:nping and eroding due to qccessive pad n-nroff and slope
iteepness. Regradlng ard/or riprapping of ttre drai4age_should
prwirrt this Fon continuing. I^/ttat are the cqanyts plans to
rectify this situation?

Ihe undisturbed drainage frm the tread of Sno'ball Canlon still does
not adequately flow in-an unrestrlcted fushion down the west side
ditd:r along the access road. Water currently flows cnrer ttre road,
and is inpor-rrded by an ercavation below the rolne pad. Discussions
were held on-site addressing the options available to correct this
problem. tihat interim plan- will tIMEf,CO ,lmpleuent to correct the
&ainage problems and urlren rrill the work be accouplished?

The test plots at the Deaver SLraft showed sme early signs-of gror^rth,
hcmreven, 

-the access road to the site ls eroding in spots allowing
waste rock base material to be washed downslope. Ttte constructicn
and maintelumce of berrrs should eliminate this concern. Please
strbmit plans for solution and tfuoe for inrPlernentaticn.

t

L.4

2. Redd Blod< Four

All aspects of the site are in ccropliance with the Mining and Recln"nqtion
Plan (l"lRP).

3. tbcla $aft

tiorr proble"'n exist at ttris rninesite.

3.1 The major lssue of concern is the unapproved erraporation pond
construction. The Dlwlsion is def.erring review and approval of arry
forfhccning pond designs to the Utah Departnent of llealth, Btrreau of
\tlater Polluticn Conrrol to allcrriate duplication of regulatory
reqrrirements. $rbrnission of plans , along with the Btrreau of Water
Pollution Contrrolts approval, shculd be nad.e to crylete the
Divisionrs files. The proposed constrmction date and a comritment to
notify the Divisic,n of coryletion are required to be stibrnitted at
dris ti-roe.
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3.1.1 the Diwisl-on recmends tLr,at the mine hrater erzaporation ponds
be fenced appropriately to prohibit livestock and wildlife use.

3.2 The abandoned rnine water disctrarge pond to the northrnrcst of the Eain
shaft and adjacent to the vent shaft should be reclaired if no longer
needed for operations.

3.3 The southern peri-reter of the shaft site pad borders a natr.ral
drainage. An April 21, 1983 letter fron the Dlvision strressed ttre
need to nalntaln a contairmrt bera at this polnt to proLrlbit spiils
and debris from washing into the drainage. This has not yet ben
accoryllshed. Eosion is continuing to occur and trash is
accurnulating in the &ainage. Please regrade the pad and constrnrct
the bemr as soon as possible indicating irr yor-r reply wtren tJ:is rrill
be done.

3.4 A pile of trash Ls present at the base of ttre westenn edge of the
waste roc\ pile. This material strould be remorred and placed ln a
sanitary landfill. Please lndicate where and wtren thG trash wtll be
r@\ted.

Since tJ:is situation appears to be a counon prcblero with tl,IETmts
minesites, an overall disposal plan should be developed and/or a
centrral ized location chosen to el i-uninate apparent indissri rnl n.qfs
Eash disposal practLces.

4. WLlson-Silvenbell Mine

4.L A concern ro.nains regarding ttre mine water disctrarge. Since this is
still occtrrring, saryles of the water must be tal€n and copies of the
lab analyses report must be sent to the h:reau of hlater Pollution
Control (Attention: lh. Steve McNeal) as well as the Dtvision. In
addition, the lrrigation pipe fiich is being used to corvey this
IiEter _appeared blocked and should be cleaned out allordng foee flow
beyond the waste rod< pile to the pond(s).

5. Deremo Mine

Since this operation has iryacts in both Colorado and IJt&, the Diwision
regtrests to be notified of all nine plan urodifications or tedrrical
revisiorrs-leiqg strbnitted to and approved by the Colorado office *rich nay
LEve an effect on Utatr interests.

5.1 A new connitrnent concerni4g lll'tE"Imrs plans to chry out, sanple,
regrade and rerregetate the evaporation ponds on eittrer sidb of the
state borderline road should be asserteci, if these plans differ frm
those contained irr thte February 13, 1984 letter fron Bruce Gteen to
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the Dlvlslon. A trrnetable for the operatlon and a c@itnent to
nottfy the Dlvislon rrihen the rrcrk is coryLeted should be strbmLtted to
the Dlvision. A notarlzed letter transferring and acceptl-rg eventualIiabillty for these pords to and by tJre landowner rnu.t a1gtbe
subnl-tted.

The Divlsisr looks fonsard to ttre receipt of IllEICOts pLans regarding the
abo,re concerns. -If )D! have_ any questions or wish to discuss any if"r," frtorto subnission, please feel free- to contact Ton Tetting of ny sta-ff.

L'

Adninistrator
lfineral Resource Darelopnent
and Reclanation Progran

JI'tS/Nf :b$

cc: Ron Dehollalrder, IfiETm
Rodry Beavers, Colorado lureau of Mineci land Reclnnrntion dattactrwrt
Stetre Mcltsal, Utah Eparhent of lb€lth
D. Wayne }Iedberg, DGXni

T. Tbttixrg, rcI
S. Ll-nner, Dm,I
P. Er.baugfi-Littig, re,!
T. ForEIe, f0cl,l

86400

Slncerely,
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